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PATEK PHILIPPE: 
175 YEARS OF TIME 



At* 



The illustrious history of Patek Philippe began in 1839 with 
the formation of the firm Patek, Czapek & Co. During the 
1830s, Antoine Norbert de Patek emigrated from Poland 
to Geneva where he became fascinated by watchmaking. In 
1839, Patek joined the talented watchmaker Frangois Czapek 
to establish the firm of Patek, Czapek & Co. Around the same 
time another young watchmaker, Jean Adrien Philippe, was 
making his own watches in France and had developed an 
ingenious stem-winding and crown-setting system to replace 
the use of a key. Jean Adrien Philippe's development attracted 
the attention of Antoine Norbert de Patek who offered him a 
position and used his imaginative skills to design the machines 
needed to increase the number of high quality watches 
produced by the company. Mr. Czapek and Mr. Patek parted 
ways. Mr. Philippe became a partner and, on 1st January 1851, 
the watchmaker was re-named and established as Patek, 
Philippe & Co. Mr. Philippe oversaw the production and was 



responsible for innovations, while Mr. Patek became marketing 
director and promoted the watches overseas. Following the 
deaths of Mr. Patek in 1877 and Mr. Philippe in 1894, the 
company continued manufacturing high quality watches. Two 
of the most famous watch collectors, James Ward Packard of 
Ohio and Henry Graves, Jr. of New York, requested watches 
to be made exclusively for them and urged Patek Philippe to 
new heights of technical skill. However, the company was not 
impervious to the economic crash of 1929 and by 1932, Patek 
Philippe was for sale. It was bought by Jean and Charles Stern 
of the dial makers Stern Freres, who had previously made the 
dials for Patek Philippe. Under their new direction, their firm 
opened the Henri Stern Watch Agency in New York which has 
fulfilled the demand for practical, complex and innovative 
watches ever since. Collectors around the world would agree 
that a Patek Philippe watch, with its famed Calatrava symbol, 
is the epitome of quality, precision, and craftsmanship. 




ANTOINE NORBERT DE PATEK (1812-1877) 
COURTESY OF PATEK PHILIPPE, GENEVA 



JEAN ADRIEN PHILIPPE (1815-1894) 
COURTESY OF PATEK PHILIPPE, GENEVA 



PATEK PHILIPPE MUSEUM 

COURTESY OF PATEK PHILIPPE, GENEVA 




SHOWROOM AT PATEK PHILIPPE, LATE 19TH CENTURY 
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I n the course of Patek Philippe's 175 years as a master 
I watchmaker, an anniversary which the firm celebrates this 
I November, many extraordinary watches have been created 
that have challenged the way we think about timepieces. It is 
an honor to offer the Henry Graves Jr. Supercomplication in 
this important anniversary year of Patek Philippe, Geneva. 
The 1932 completion of the Henry Graves Jr. 
Supercomplication re-defined the possibilities of watchmaking 
and changed horology forever. This is the second time that 



Sotheby's has had the privilege to work with this horologica 



tour de force. The Supercomplication was previously offered at 



Sotheby s New York in December 1999, when it achieved the 



world record price for any timepiece, an auction record it st 



holds today, 15 years later. 



Also known as the "Graves," this watch marries science, 
technology and craftsmanship in an unprecedented manner. 
Commissioned by Henry Graves, Jr. in 1925 and delivered 
to him in 1933, the world's most famous watch has 24 
complications, including a chart of the night sky over New York 
City. The Supercomplication is the most complicated watch 
ever made without the assistance of computer technology. In 
fact, the Supercomplication held the title of most complicated 
watch for 56 years, until Patek Philippe produced the Calibre 
89 - with 33 complications - in 1989 to coincide with the 
firm's 150th anniversary. Unlike the Supercomplication, which 
was made in one example, the Calibre 89 was produced in an 
edition of four pieces; one in yellow gold, one in white gold, one 
n pink gold, and one in platinum 



Herewith, we are delighted to share with you the story of the 
Henry Graves Jr. Supercomplication and its journey through 
time. 

We are grateful to Eric Tortella for his assistance in researching 
the Henry Graves Jr. Supercomplication. 




HENRY GRAVES, JR. 




HENRY GRAVES, JR. 



Henry Graves, Jr. (1868-1953) was more than just a 
modern man at the beginning of the 20th century; he 
was an innovator. Born into a prominent banking family 
in Orange, NJ, his father, Henry Graves, Sr., was a partner in 
the banking firm of Maxwell & Graves located at 143 Liberty 
Street, New York City. Henry Graves, Jr. joined his father in 
the financial industry and moved to New York City. In 1896, 
Mr. Graves married Florence Isabel Preston of Irvington-on- 
Hudson, New York and they had four children. As a wealthy 
society family at the turn of the century, Mr. and Mrs. Graves 
had the luxury of owning several vacation homes in addition 
to their residence in New York City. The family spent their 
summers at their homes in Irvington and Saranac, New York. 
In Saranac, the Graves owned Eagle Island, where Mr. Graves 
reveled in one of his sporting passions: boating. One of his 
treasured boats was the Eagle, a 50-foot speedboat. 

During the winter, the family spent time near Charleston, 
South Carolina where Mr. Graves was a member of the 
prestigious Yeaman's Hall, an old plantation-turned-private 
club. The remainder of the year, the family lived at 420 Park 
Avenue in New York City, until the family moved to 834 Fifth 
Avenue in 1931. Mr. Graves would remain at his Fifth Avenue 
apartment until his death at the age of 86. 



Mr. Graves had a well-known appreciation for the arts. On 
3rd April 1936, a single-owner sale was held at the American 
Art Association Anderson, Galleries, Inc., a predecessor of 
Sotheby's in New York. The sale was titled "Masterpieces of 
Engraving and Etching: The Collection of Henry Graves, Jr." 
The introduction of the catalogue states: 

"The possibilities of collecting are revealed at their finest in the 
majority of the magnificent prints gathered by Mr. Graves. No 
other collection so rich in beauty, so carefully chosen, and in 
such splendid condition has ever been offered at public sale in 
this country." 

The highlight of the sale was Albrecht Durer's Adam and Eve, 
which brought an impressive $10,000. This price was truly 
remarkable at the time, given that the sale occurred in the 
midst of the Great Depression. 

In addition to Mr. Graves' passion for fine art, he is 
remembered for his superb Patek Philippe collection of 
timepieces. Mr. Graves was introduced to the firm by his family 
jeweler, Tiffany & Co., and was impressed by Patek Philippe's 
success in various timing contests at the Geneva Observatory. 
Mr. Graves began acquiring Patek Philippe timepieces in the 
1910s, ultimately becoming one of the firm's most notable 
patrons. Mr. Graves would either commission watches from 
the firm or would ask Patek Philippe to personalize timepieces 
he acquired with his family's coat-of-ams. The Graves coat- 
of-arms bears an eagle rising out of a ducal coronet, along 
with the motto: Esse Quam Videri (To Be, Rather than to 
Seem). The majority of Mr. Graves' watches are distinguished 
by the use of this Coat-of-Arms on the case or, as with the 
Supercomplication, on the watch's box. Many of his pocket 
watches were further personalised: "Made for Henry Graves, 
Jr. New York." 

In line with his own competitive spirit, Mr. Graves 
commissioned Patek Philippe to make him the most 
complicated watch - more complicated than James Ward 
Packard's Patek Philippe with sky chart no. 198.023, the 
Leroy No. 1 and the "Marie Antoinette" by Breguet. Mr. Graves 
became the very proud owner of the Supercomplication 
on 19th January 1933 for the sum of 60,000 SF ($15,000). 
Weighing approximately 535g (1 lb. 3 ounces), the watch 
consists of 920 individual components including 430 screws, 
110 wheels, 120 mechanical levers or parts and 70 jewels. 

The Supercomplication remained in Mr. Graves' collection of 
timepieces until his death in 1953. His daughter, Gwendolen, 
inherited the Supercomplication and much of the collection 
and later gifted it onto her son, Reginald H. "Pete" Fullerton, 
Jr., in 1960. Mr. Fullerton, Henry Graves, Jr.'s grandson, 
was the last descendant of the Graves family to own the 
Supercomplication until its sale to Seth G. Atwood, founder of 
the Time Museum, in 1969. 
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GWENDOLEN GRAVES FULLERTON & HENRY GRAVES, JR. 



REGINALD H. "PETE" FULLERTON, JR. 
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834 FIFTH AVENUE 



In the spring of 1929, the Graves were one of the first ten 
families to buy into 834 Fifth Avenue, which was still under 
construction (Perman 213). Designed by Rosario Candelas, 
the building was one of the last grand apartment buildings 
financed and built prior to the Great Depression. 834 Fifth 
Avenue was developed by Anthony Campagna and the city 
block on which it was built - 64th Street and 5th Avenue - was 
previously home to many prominent New York families 
(ibid 213). 

Living at 834 Fifth Avenue was the epitome of luxury and 
grandeur: no two apartments were alike and the building had 
sweeping views of Central Park. The Graves' had easy access 
to the Park and the private members club which Mr. Graves 
belonged to: the Metropolitan Club, located on 60th Street and 
Fifth Avenue. Along with bespoke design, Mr. Graves was able 
to install a personal vault in his home, allowing him to keep his 
prized possessions and his vast collection of timepieces safe 
throughout the years (ibid 214). 

Just as James Ward Packard had commissioned Patek 
Philippe to include the night sky over Warren, Ohio for his 
double dialled watch, so Mr. Graves asked Patek Philippe for 
a similar feature to be displayed on his Supercomplication. 
Mr. Graves requested his sky chart to show the night sky 
over his Manhattan home, showing the correct spacing of 
stars amongst the Milky Way. Undoubtedly, the sky chart 
is one of the most stunning and impressive features of the 
Supercomplication. With it, Patek Philippe sought to preserve 
the glorious night sky over Central Park in the same way that 
the New York State Legislature, along with architects Frederick 
Law Olmsted and Calvert Vaux, preserved the natural setting 
on which Manhattan was founded (thusly creating Central 
Park) and Rosario Candelas' 834 Fifth Avenue preserved a 
slice of old New York. 



834 FIFTH AVENUE, THE NEW YORK HOME OF HENRY GRAVES, JR., 1931-1953 



1 

12 SOTHEBY'S 



THE SARANAC LAKE LEGEND 




HENRY GRAVES, JR. ABOARD GWEN ON SARANAC LAKE, NEW YORK 



In the words of Pete Fullerton, as written July 28, 2008: 

"Henry Graves, Jr. is possibly best known as the 
owner of the world's most complicated watch ... 
He had many concerns about its delivery and the 
publicity this brought. On a late summer day on 
Upper Saranac Lake, Henry and his only daughter, 
Gwendolen, were discussing his concerns about 
the unwanted exposure regarding his ownership of 
the world's most complicated watch. His thoughts 
turned to the kidnapping of the Lindbergh baby 
[in March 1932] and he worried about his new 
grandson Peter, Gwendolen's son. He told his 
daughter that he had a good mind to just 'throw 
the watch in the lake' and end all of the publicity. 
Gwendolen laughed and told her father that was 
not such a good idea and maybe he should just 
give her the watch." 

Gwendolen kept the watch in safekeeping until giving it to Mr. 
Fullerton in 1960. 




REGINALD H. "PETE" FULLERTON, JR. CIRCA 2004 
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THE CONTEST 




HENRY GRAVES, JR. 




One of the few, very few, minor regrets that I may have 
had during the 36 exhilarating years of my association 
with Patek Philippe, Geneva, is that I was not around 
during an era which, today, is considered as being the 
vintage years for a number of timepieces produced by the 
Manufactory, namely: between 1900 and 1935. 

During that era, two men in the U.S.A., vied with one another 
to order and acquire exceptional watches, either for their time- 
keeping qualities or their complex mechanisms. Interestingly 
enough, both chose Patek Philippe as their principal source 
of supply. Thus started a fascinating 'contest' between two 
gentlemen . . . who were nevertheless rivals in the field of 
horology. 

The first, Henry Graves, Jr. of New York, was essentially a 
sportsman and collector; but fortuitously born into a private 
banking family. The second was James Ward Packard of 
Warren, Ohio, the automobile manufacturer. 

First one, then the other of these two gentlemen would order 
from Patek Philippe in Geneva, timepieces with multiple 



horological complications. By 1916, Mr. Packard had edged 
in front of Mr. Graves in his bid to own the finest and most 
complex watch in the world. Indeed, in January of that year he 
took delivery of an impressive pocket-watch made by Patek 
Philippe and which incorporated 16 horological complications. 
Again, in April 1927 a further stunning pocket-watch with ten 
complications, including a celestial-chart, was delivered to Mr. 
Packard by Patek Philippe. However, neither piece could claim 
to be the most complicated watch ever made. 

For Mr. Graves, ever the sportsman and competitor, the 
challenge was irresistible. Unhesitatingly, he returned to the 
'contest' with renewed determination. In strictest secrecy 
he once more approached Patek Philippe in Geneva with a 
monumental request, namely: to plan and construct "the most 
complicated watch ever made" 

The master-watchmakers at Patek Philippe, undaunted, 
returned to their respective ateliers and drawing-boards to 
ponder this new, exciting challenge. Obviously, computer 
assistance in the construction of complex horological 
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mechanisms did not exist in those days. Exhaustive studies 
in the realms of astronomy, mathematics and precision 
mechanisms were necessary to achieve what then became 
the "world's most complicated timepiece" incorporating 25 
horological complications. The Supercomplication retained 
that title for an impressively long time: 56 years in total. 

By modern-day standards, the end result was achieved 
astonishingly quickly. Indeed, 'only' seven years were 
necessary, between 1925-1932, to research, develop and 
produce the chef-d'oeuvre ordered by Mr. Graves from Patek 
Philippe. The watch was delivered to Mr. Graves on 19th 
January 1933. 

Then, in 1989, to mark Patek Philippe's 150th anniversary, they 
unveiled the Calibre 89 which incorporates 33 complications. 
Thus, the "Graves" watch lost its title. ..but to a worthy 
successor. For those who may have the privilege of actually 
handling this famous and extraordinary timepiece will, I am 
sure, experience an indefinable sensation. I certainly did! 

Alan Banbery 

Former Curator of the Patek Philippe Museum 
Geneva, October 2014 





JAMES WARD PACKARD 

COURTESY OF LEHIGH UNIVERSITY, PENNSYLVANIA 




JAMES WARD PACKARD'S 198.023 
COURTESY OF PATEK PHILIPPE, GENEVA 
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THE WATCHES 

OF HENRY GRAVES JR. 



Henry Graves, Jr. ordered 39 watches from Patek Philippe 
between 1922 and 1951, the majority of which were 
inherited by his grandson, Pete Fullerton. 

Along with the watches, Mr. Fullerton retained many 
documents associated with the Supercomplication, including 
copies of correspondence from Patek Philippe. One letter 
signed by then-President Henri Stern, dated 23rd December 
1960, confirmed the insurance valuation of the watch at 
100,000 SF. In Stern's valuation he states; 

"We now classify this particular watch as a collector's item, 
and as the only one of its kind. It is known as the world's most 
complicated watch, and it is generally admitted that it cannot 
be reproduced anymore and [is] therefore irreplaceable." 

In addition to the correspondence that Mr. Fullerton kept was 
an early Polaroid, likely to have been taken in 1960, which 
shows the watches that Mr. Fullerton was given by his mother, 
Gwendolen Graves Fullerton. 

As Mr. Graves was exceptionally discreet about his watch 
collection, it was not widely known that Mr. Graves had much 
of an affinity for wristwatches beyond two platinum minute 



repeaters and a yellow gold perpetual calendar chronograph 
(ref. 1518). When Sotheby's offered Mr. Fullerton's collection 
in Sotheby's 2012, the breadth of the Henry Graves, Jr. 
wristwatch collection came as a great revelation. 

The June 2012 Sotheby's New York auction, Watches from 
the Collection of R.H. Fullerton, Jr., and Henry Graves, Jr. 
included a treasure trove of fourteen previously unknown 
pieces made for Mr. Graves, nine of which were wristwatches. 
The most important piece was a minute repeating wristwatch 
in yellow gold with the Graves family coat-of-arms on the 
back, the twin of the platinum example that is now in the Patek 
Philippe Museum. The remaining eight wristwatches were 
purchased between 1941 and 1951. This group comprised a 
Ref. 1436 split-seconds chronograph, a jumbo sized platinum 
rectangular wristwatch and several time-only Calatrava 
examples, each in virtually untouched condition. The discovery 
of the entire collection - both Mr. Graves' and Mr. Fullerton's 
- created much excitement, especially given their provenance 
and condition. All of the wristwatches were hotly contested 
and exceeded their high estimates. 





KNOWN WATCHES FOR THE HENRY GRAVES, JR. COLLECTION 



ITEM DATE OF DATE OF DESCRIPTION MOVEMENT NO. PRESENT LOCATION COAT OF ARMS 

NUMBER PRODUCTION DELIVERY 



I 


1912 


1926 


1 RL* VP TvA/fA-Tr a i r*t Trir* Rpf-'tpati na \A/^"hr x h 
lOt\ T vji IWU lldlll llipivcpcdLlllgVVdLLII 


157427 


"^nlrl limp 9D1 9 at ^nthph\/'Q 
OUIU JUIIc cajLl. dL OULIIcUy b 


Pi i 1 1 orfnn 
r U llcl LUl 1 


2 


1917 


1922 


1RL* nhQPn/atnru Tm irhillnn Watrh Pirct Pri7P 
±Or\ I \J W UbCI VdLUiy 1 UU I UMIUI 1 V V d LUI 1, Til oL rl IZC 


1 / tuou 


i i n Lrio\A/n 
U 1 1 r\ 1 1 U VV 1 1 


Graves 


3 


1920 


1925 


1RL* VP Dhcpn/atnn/ \A/atr-h ^ornnrl Pri70 
lOK I vJUbclVdLUiy VVdLLIl, OcLUIIU rilZc 


190977 


i i nl/nr^\Ayn 
Ul IrVI IUWI 1 


Graves 


4 


1919 


1929 


OIIVcl UUbci VdLUiy VVdLOII WILll Up UUWII IMUILdLUl 


191401 


■^nlrl limp 9D1 9 at "^nf hahu'c 
OUIU JUIIc £Ul£ dL OULIIcUy b 




o 


1Q1Q 




18k Observatory Watch with Up~Down, First PrizG 


1 7RAAR 


Patek Philippe Museum 


Graves 


6 


1919 


1926 


loft vJUbclVdLUiy vjudllU v^UI I ipiILd LIUl I 


174961 


PatpL" PHilioi^p \h\ icpi im 
rdLcrv rllllippc IVIUbcUllI 


Graves 




1925 


1928 


1RU ^90 Pnin Watrh 

lOK O^-U v^UIN VVdLLII 


812471 


C!nlH limp 9D1 9 at "^nthphx/'c 
OUIU JUflc £Ulc dL OULIIcUy b 




Q 

o 


IRQ^ 


1927 


18k YG Tonneau MinutG Repeating Wristwatch 


Q7^RQ 


Qnlrl li mo 9H19 at ( sn+hoh\/'c 
OUIU JUilc cSJLc. dL OULIIcUy b 


Graves 


g 


1914 


1926 


1RL* VP Dhcpn/atnn/ Watrh 
lOK I \J vJUbclVdLUiy VvdLLN 


1/ Ujjo 


■^nlrl limp 9D1 9 at C!nthph\/'Q 
OUIU JUIIc cXJLl. dL OULIIcUy b 


Graves 


10 


1911 


1927 


1 RL* Vf^ hi intor P^corl Mini itp Pono^for 
lOK T vji NUIILcl v^dbcU IVIIIIULc rvcpcdLcl 


157041 


■^nlrl limp 9D1 9 at C!nthph\/'Q 
OUIU JUIIc cXJLl. dL OULIIcUy b 




11 




1927 


18k Openface Grand Complication 




Patek Philippe Museum 


Graves 


12 


1925 


1927 


Lai gc OIIVcl rci pcLUdl v^dlcllUdl LJcbK 1 llllcpicLc 


1QRDAR 


PatpL* PH i 1 i i~\r^p \h\ icpi im 
rdLcrv rllllippc IVIUbcUllI 


Graves 


13 


1928 


1929 


1RL* VP Dhcpn/atnn/ Watrh Pirct Pri7P 

±Or\ 1 vj vJUbcrvdLury vvdiuii, riibL rrizc 




PatpL 1 PHilii^t^p \h\ icpi im 
rdLcrV rllllippc IVIUbcUllI 


Graves 


14 


1926 


1929 


Platim im nhcor\/^tr\n/ VA/atr^h Pirct Pri"7P 
ridLiiiuiiiwUoCivdLUiy v v d lui 1 , r 1 1 c> L r 1 izc 


191016 


PatpL* Philir^r^p \h\ icpi im 
rdLCrV rllllippc IVIUoCUIII 




15 


1925 


1929 


Platim 1 m nhcQr\/*3tr\n/ \A/atr**h \A/ith 1 1 r"!- Plr*\\A/n Pirct Pri7Q 
rldLIIIUIII UUbci VdLUiy VVdLLII WILll Up L^UWN, rllbL rllZc 




PatpL* Philii^i^p \h\ icpi i m 
rdLcrv rllllippc IVIUbcUllI 


Graves 


16 


1927 


1929 


Platini 1 m P\ ichir'vn Mini itp Ponaatinrf \A/rict\A/atr**h 
rldLIIIUIII v^UblllUII IVIIIIULc rvcpcdLlllg VVllbLWdLLII 




Priwatp f^r^l lpr^tirM*~i 
rllVdLc UUIIcULIUll 


Graves 


17 


1Q9R 


1Q9Q 


Large Platinum Tonneau MinutG Repeating Wristwatch 




Patek Philippe Museum 


Graves 


18 


1908 


1930 


Platim 1 m nhcQri/^tnrv/ \A/atr* , h Pirct Privp 
rldLIIIUIII vJUbclVdLUiy VvdlUN, rllbL rilZc 


147623 


PatpL* PHilioop \h\ icpi i m 
rdLcKV rllllippc IVIUbcUllI 


Graves 


19 


1929 


1930 


Platim im nhcDry/^fnrv/ Tr\i irKill/^n \A/atr*'h Pirct Pri"7P 
rldLIIIUIII vJUbclVdLUiy IUU1UIIIU1I VVdLLlI, rllbL r 1 IZc 


198310 


PatpL* PHilioop \h\ icpi i m 
rdLcK rllllippc IVIUbcUllI 


Graves 


9D 






Plstinum TonriGsu MinutG Rcpcsting Wristwstch 


1QQQ7Q 


Patek Philippe Museum 


Graves 


21 


1928 


1933 


Thfl Mann/ P- k^h/ac Ir ^ 1 inocpn m ri 1 i /-* ^"1 4" i /-1 n 

1 ne nenry uravcb jr. oupci complication 


1QQ-3QC 
170J0J 


r 1 cocllL LOT. 


Uldvcb |_Oll DOXJ 


22 


1930 


1934 


rldLIIIUIII wUbciVdLUiy IUUIUIIIUII VVdLUII, rllbL rllZc 


198310 


PatpL* Philioop kA\ icpi im 
rdLcKV rllllippc IVIUbcUllI 




9"3 






Plstinum ObsGrvstory Tourbillon Wstch, First Prize 




Private Collection 


Graves 


24 


1940 


1941 


Pl-a+innm Pof \A/ric+\A/-a+r<h 
rldLIIIUIII rvcl. i?Q VvilbLWdLLlI 
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THE COMMISSION 
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In 1925 when Henry Graves, Jr. commissioned Patek Philippe 
to make him the Supercomplication, it is believed that the 
approach was made via Tiffany & Co. in New York and was 
a project that would eventually take almost eight years to 
complete (Perman 183). The complexity of the order required 
planning, study and experiment on an unprecedented scale. To 
realize the construction of this watch, Patek Philippe engaged 
the services of many of the finest Swiss watchmakers, 
astronomers and mathematicians of the first half of the 
20th century. 

Once the design of the watch had taken shape, detailed 
drawings were sent to Mr. Graves and were returned duly 
marked: "Design Approved by Henry Graves, Jr." Upon 
completion, the watch was rigorously tested for five months 
and was finally shipped from Geneva on 16th December 1932. 
The watch was stopped and all complications were advanced 
to the date and time of 12 o'clock on the 10th January [1933], 



to prepare for its arrival in America. The watch was submitted 
to customs with a label stating: "Winding Up Forbidden", in 
the hope that the watch would not be meddled with' during 
its shipment. Instructions were then provided for the watch 
to be wound precisely at the aforementioned time by Patek 
Philippe's agent in New York, together with further detailed 
instructions for the watch's operation and adjustment. 
Surviving transcripts of the period show that the watch was 
returned to Patek Philippe for a repair sometime during the 
following three years, after which it was sent once more to Mr. 
Graves in April 1935. For shipping, the watch was stopped and 
all complications advanced to the date and time of 12 noon on 
1st April 1935. This time, rather than having a label forbidding 
customs from winding the watch, Patek Philippe 'protected' 
the winding crown, preventing it from being wound during 
transit. Further instructions for the watch's operation were 
again supplied. 



"The super complicated watch No. 198385 which will he 
forwarded from Geneva on the 16th of December." 
- Patek Philippe, 1932 
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TRANSCRIPT OF A LETTER FROM PATEK PHILIPPE 1932 




RENDERING OF THE MEAN TIME DIAL 



18 w SOTHEBY'S 



>Ml<> 





r>% TO-0 



wealth of documents charting the construction, 
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Adelivery, usage and ownership trai 
Graves Jr. Supercomplication survive 

Please note that these documents are not included with the sale of 
the present lot. 
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Pour retoucher le reglage, on trouve sous la lun. 
rale un petit index correspondant a des degres gi 
la carrure, qui aboutit et conduit la raquette de 
speciale, placee sur le coq. 
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Le guantiem e fixe sur la platine d'acier, du c6te I 
moyen, est a mecanisme non instantani a cause du p 
des disques. Les 7 jours et les 12 mois sont sur di 
paraissant dans des guichets ; les 31 jours sont mai 
par une aiguille sous la petite seconde. 

3 fev^^i. font avancer la lune, le 31 et le 7, cette derniere 
au dessus de ]a lettre S gravee sur la carrure. 
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It certainly K as been a long tlse since I received your good 
. As a natter of fact, it was December of last yehr and I fine 
j embarrassing. Pleare forgive me. wince that ti^ie I have 
married, gone on a honeymoon in Morocco, an changed apartmentB 
I rk. Those are Just a fev exeunt to* ':e rielay. 
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Mr. Seth G. Atwood 
Chairman of the Bocrd 
Atvood Vacuum Machine Company 
1A00 Eddy Avenue 
Rockford, Illinois 61101 

Dear Seth, 

First of all, let me thank you 
February ?1 and also point out that you c 
the one to have to apologize. Kathy's t r <> 
kept himself up all ni^-ht but also you, tm 
back: to Rockford, Illinois in one piece is 
»ion. As a matter of fact I vas not at all 
dead or ':live the next day arid only partial, 
one. 



>ur\? o! 



■ses. 



ich 



you , 



to 



aJj y «« t to r/ -Kou , 



■ 9t 



•>? Win . c he i" 
in 



to „. 



^° is 



t. 



are 



Ve were delip-hted to have you and d 
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reaches you that you have had a fine trip t/ 
T"^*. -'"itable business anc 1 pleasant relaxa + ior 
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THE HENRY GRAVES JR. 
SUPERCOMPLICATION 



PATEK PHILIPPE & Co., Geneva, No. 198.385, Case 
No. 416.769, started in 1925, completed in 1932 and 
delivered on 19 th January 1933 

A gold, double dialled and double open-faced, minute 
repeating clockwatch with Westminster chimes, 
grande and petite sonnerie, split seconds chronograph, 
registers for 60-minutes and 12-hours, perpetual calendar 
accurate to the year 2100, moon-phases, equation of time, 
dual power reserve for striking and going trains, mean and 
sidereal time, central alarm, indications for times of sunrise/ 
sunset and a celestial chart for the night time sky of New York 
City at 40 degrees 41.0 minutes North latitude 

Accompanied by the original fitted tulipwood box inlaid with 
ebony and centered by a mother-of-pearl panel engraved with 
the arms of Henry Graves, Jr. Also accompanied by the Patek 
Philippe Certificate of Origin and an Extract from the Archives 
of Patek Philippe. 

The Henry Graves Jr. Supercomplication movement is unique. 
Patek Philippe ensured that each complication was designed 
specifically for this watch. Complex watch movements 
usually consisted of complications that were added to a 
simpler base calibre, however, the Supercomplication's 
calibre was developed specifically for this single watch. The 
Supercomplication required the expertise of some of the finest 
watchmakers of the period, each skilled in the execution of 
particular components. These master makers had to work 
together to ensure that all complications within the watch 
were seamlessly combined with one another and presented in 
a case and with a dial of the finest design. After all, this watch 
was no mere flight of fancy; it was a special order and had to 
please its patron. This unique collaboration resulted in a watch 
that was not only the most complex in the world, but was also 
a timepiece of exceptional aesthetic beauty. 
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THE TIMEKEEPING FUNCTIONS 

The hours, minutes and seconds of mean time 
The hours, minutes and seconds of sidereal time 3 

The time of sunset and sunrise 2 

The equation of time 1 
THE CALENDAR FUNCTIONS 

The perpetual calendar 1 

The day of the month 1 

The days of the week 1 

The months 1 

The stars chart 1 

The age and phases of the moon 1 
THE CHRONOGRAPH FUNCTIONS 

The Chronograph 1 

Split seconds 1 

The 30 minute recorder 1 

The 12 hour recorder 1 
THE CHIME 

The "Grande sonnerie" with carillon 1 

The "Petite sonnerie" with carillon 1 

The minute-repeater 1 

The alarm 1 
OTHER WATCH FUNCTIONS 

The going train up-down indication 1 

The striking train up/down indication 1 

The twin barrel differential winding 1 

The three-way setting system 1 

NUMBER OF COMPLICATIONS 24 
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THE CONTRIBUTING MAKERS 



Whilst the Supercomplication was in production, the 
Wall Street Crash of 1929 and the ensuing worldwide 
economic downturn had a severe impact on the 
Swiss watch making industry. Fortuitously, Mr. Graves was not 
greatly affected financially by the Crash and his support of the 
Swiss watch industry proved of great importance. Indeed, the 
60,000 SF ($15,000) cost of the Supercomplication provided 
an important lifeline to Patek Philippe and the watchmakers 
and artisans they charged with its construction. 

The watchmakers designing the Supercomplication were free 
to design an entirely unique movement and were therefore 
able to ensure that every possible space within the movement 
was used as efficiently as possible. This ensured that the 
dimensions of the movement, and ultimately the entire watch, 
were not excessive. Only the best materials were used in the 
construction of the Supercomplication with no restriction 
on cost. Indeed, several parts made from platinum and gold 
can be found within the movement. Victorin Piguet at Le Fils 



de Victorin Piguet in Le Brassus managed much of the work 
involved in producing the watch. Le Fils de Victorin Piguet, 
founded in the late 19th century, specialized in the production 
of complicated watches, blank movements and dial trains. At 
the time of the Supercomplication's construction, the business 
was under the leadership of Jean Piguet and his father Victorin 
Piguet. 




MAP OF VALLEE DE JOUX © TECHNIQUE + HISTORY OF THE SWISS WATCH, URS GRAF-VERLAG, 1953 
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A LIST OF MAKERS WHO CONTRIBUTED TO THE MAKING OF THE SUPERCOMPLICATION 



Maker 

Victorin Piguet 
and Jean Piguet 
Luc Rochat 



Location 

Le Brassus 



L'Abbaye and Geneva 



Role 

Project Managers 



Case 



Details 

After the crown, glasses and hands were made in Geneva in coordination with 
Patek Philippe, Victorin Piguet and Luc Rochat, the case was sent to Geneva 
where it was stamped with the Geneva goldmark "G. " 



Juste Aubert 
Michel Piguet 



Bioux-Dessus 
Le Brassus 



Charles Rochat Chez Grosjean 
Louis Rochat-Benoit Les Bioux 
Paul-Auguste Golay Le Sentier 



Henri-Daniel Piguet Le Sentier 

David Nicole and Le Sentier 
Paul Piguet 

Stern Freres Geneva 



Winding 

Grande Sonnerie 
and Westminster 

Movement and 
chronograph arbors 

Split-second 
chronograph 

Perpetual Calendar, 
equation and 
sunrise/sunset 

Time setting 

Finishing 

Dials 



Enamel dial, silvered-gold and both dial plates for the moon-phase and sky chart 




JEAN VICTORIN PIGUET COURTESY OF A PRIVATE COLLECTION 



HENRI-DANIEL PIGUET COURTESY OF A PRIVATE COLLECTION 
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SUMMARY OF 

THE MAJOR FUNCTIONS 



Perpetual Calendar with Moon-Phases 

The perpetual calendar shows the correct day of 
the week, date of the month and month of the 
year regardless of the length of the month. It also 
automatically adjusts for the leap year. The aperture for moon- 
phases shows the correct phase and age of the moon. 

Since the duration of the Solar year is 365 days, 5 hours, 48 
minutes and 48 seconds and the mean year is 365 days, an 
extra year is added every four years (leap year) and a further 
adjustment is made with the omission of a leap year every 
four centuries. According to the Gregorian calendar reforms 
of 1582, century years that are divisible by 400 without 
remainder are to be considered leap years. Consequently, 
the perpetual calendar of the Supercomplication will be 
accurate until the year 2100, when the calendar will need to be 
readjusted for the first time. 

The Westminster Chimes, Repeater and Alarm 

Grande Sonnerie with Westminster chimes. Selected via a slide 
on the case band, this function strikes the hours and quarters 
at every quarter. The five gongs hammer for the carillon are 
separate from the alarm. 

Petite Sonnerie selected via the slide on the case band, this 
function strikes the passing quarter hours. 

Minute Repeater Selected on demand via the case band, the 
watch strikes the passing quarter hours and minutes. 

The Westminster chime, made famous by the Westminster 
London clock popularly known as 'Big Ben,' was first used in 
St. Mary's Church, Cambridge in 1793. The chime tune itself 
was taken from the fifth bar of Handel's aria from the Messiah, 
"I know that my Redeemer liveth." 

Split Seconds Chronograph 

The split seconds chronograph can be used to time up to two 
events at the same time. The chronograph is started, stopped 
and reset via the pusher at the center of the winding crown. 
When the chronograph is running, the split pusher which is 
located in the case band between 10 and 11 o'clock (when 
looking at the mean time dial) can be pressed to stop one of 



the central chronograph seconds hands, leaving the other to 
continue alone. Whilst the chronograph is running, minutes 
elapsed will be counted on the subsidiary dial to the right and 
hours to the left on the mean time dial. 

Sidereal Time and Equation of Time 

The Henry Graves Jr. Supercomplication has hours, minutes 
and seconds of sidereal time, the time of sunrise and sunset 
(calibrated for New York City) and the equation of time. This 
sidereal complication requires a transmission ratio of exactly 
1.0027379092, which is driven by a 62 tooth wheel on the 
arbor of the fourth wheel. 

Sidereal time is based on the amount of time it takes the Earth 
to make two consecutive transitions of a meridian by a fixed 
star. By measuring the transits of a fixed star, one is able to 
measure the actual time it takes for the Earth to turn on its 
axis. This period of time is known as a sidereal day which is 
approximately 23 hours, 56 minutes and 4.1 seconds. 

The equation of time indicator on the Supercomplication 
watch is calibrated to show the difference between apparent 
solar time (the time as indicated by a sundial) and mean time 
(the average of solar time). Since the Earth is in an elliptical 
orbit, the difference between mean and solar time ranges from 
plus 14 minutes 59 seconds to minus 16 minutes 15 seconds. 
Solar time agrees with mean time on or about 15th April, 15th 
June, 31st August, and 24th December. 

The Supercomplication watch indicates the equation of time 
on a sector-shaped scale with calibrations for plus/minus 
17 minutes. The equation of time mechanism is driven by an 
arbor that protrudes through the movement from the calendar 
mechanism. 

The spelling 'sideral' on the dial of the watch is the French 
form of the word; the English spelling being 'sidereal.' 

The Star Chart 

The Supercomplication's star chart rotates anti-clockwise 
behind the oval aperture of the dial. The shape of the aperture 
allows one to see the night sky as seen from New York City, 
complete with magnitudes of the stars and the Milky Way. 
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THE DIALS 
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COURTESY OF WWW.ERICTORTELLA.COM 



COURTESY OF WWW.ERICT0RTELLA.COM 



The two dials of the Henry Graves Jr. Supercomplication 
were uniquely designed for the watch and were 
ordered from Stern Freres S.A., arguably the finest 
dial maker in the world. It is interesting to note that, whilst 
the two dials were being designed and constructed for the 
Supercomplication, the Stern family was on the cusp of 
taking over Patek Philippe & Co. Indeed, by the time the 
Supercomplication was finally delivered to Henry Graves, Jr. 
himself, Charles and Jean Stern were managing Patek Philippe 
as its news owners. 

The Stern Freres /Patek Philippe collaboration on the 
Supercomplication is especially poignant since one can 
imagine the Sterns' pride as the new owners of Patek Philippe, 
knowing that, not only were they taking over the finest 
watchmaker in the world, but also the company that had 
conceived and built the world's most complicated watch with 
the Stern family's own dials. 

Despite the extreme complexity of the watch, each dial is 
perfectly balanced and all complications displayed are clear 
and easy to read. Indeed, the aesthetic beauty of the each 
dial is an extraordinary achievement which, once again, 
demonstrates the successful and unique collaboration by all 
those involved in the watch's construction. 



Stern Freres S.A. 

The Stern family, originally from Gurzelen, a town situated at 
the foot of the Bernese Alps, arrived in Geneva around 1895. 
Henri Stern had served his apprenticeship in Saint-lmier 
with Zelim Jacot, among others and specialised in painting 
numerals on enamel. Quickly earning himself an excellent 
reputation for making high quality dials, he began working 
for important horologists in Geneva. In 1898, the Stern family 
opened their first workshop on the rue Ceard. Henri died in 
December 1902 of influenza. His sons Charles-Henri and 
Raoul-Edouard took over running the company after his death. 
Raoul later left in 1914 to found his own jewellery workshop, at 
which point Jean (II) joined to help his brother. 

At the suggestion of their mother Louise, Charles and Jean 
took on a new challenge and in 1931 they decided to take over 
Patek Philippe which was on the verge of being absorbed by 
LeCoultre. The Sterns knew the company well; they had been 
one of their best clients for over thirty years. Charles and 
Jean left the running of their flourishing dial factory to Jean's 
children, Charles and Marcel Stern. 






CHARLES STERN COURTESY OF WWW.ERICT0RTELLA.COM 



JEAN STERN COURTESY OF WWW.ERICT0RTELLA.COM 
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DRAWING PRODUCED FOR THE GRAVES SUPERCOMPLICATION BY STERN FRERES 
COURTESY OF WWW.ERICTORTELLA.COM 
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THE SIDEREAL DIAL 



The sidereal time dial was made between 1929 and 
1932 from a gold plate with silvered finish. The three 
subsidiary dials for sunrise, sunset, and subsidiary 
sidereal seconds were recessed by circular engraving. The 
plate was then engraved and enamelled. Above the subsidiary 
sidereal seconds, the equation of time sector indicates the 
difference between the minutes of mean time and sidereal 
time. The sky chart is also made from a gold disc and is 
overlaid with champleve blue enamel. The archives of Stern 
Freres show that Patek Philippe supplied the gold for the dial 
and paid 110 Francs for its construction. The Stern Freres 
archives still retain a copy of the original drawings for the dial 
which were submitted to Henry Graves, Jr. for his approval. 
The drawings appear in what is known as Stern Freres special 
design book. 



Gold dial plate with silvered finish, black enamel Arabic 
dauphine numerals, outer minute track, large aperture 
revealing the sky chart surrounded with the cardinal points, 
the sky chart composed of a champleve blue enamel over 
gold stars a paillons depicting approximately 450 stars and 
a magnificent representation of the Milky Way, the whole of 
the night sky for the exact longitude of Mr. Graves' Manhattan 
apartment overlooking Central Park on Fifth Avenue, three 
sunken subsidiary dials for times of sunrise and sunset in 
New York, and seconds combined with equation of time scale, 
'pear' shaped blued steel hands, the dial plate engraved and 
enamelled and with large personal inscription reading "Made 
for Henry Graves Jr, New York 1932 by Patek, Philippe & Co. 
Geneva, Switzerland." 




Star Chart over New York City 

Minutes of Sidereal Time 

Time of Sunset 

Seconds of Sidereal Time 

Equation of Time 

Time of Sunrise 

Hours of Sidereal Time 






THE MEAN TIME DIAL 



The mean time dial was made by Stern Freres S.A. 
between 1929 and 1930 and is white enamel. The perfect 
aesthetics of the dial mask the extreme complexity of 
its construction. The dial has to accommodate seven layers of 
hands - the two split seconds hands, hour hand, minute hand, 
alarm hand, and double hands within either power reserve 
subsidiaries - all of which have to seamlessly glide above one 
another. In order to accommodate the unprecedented number 
of hands, the subsidiary dials are double sunk, and each are 
made from two separate enamel sections with their relevant 
calibrations. This allows extra depth to the dial, keeping the 
overall height between crystal and dial surface to a minimum 
and thereby minimizing the overall depth of the watch. 



White enamel dial, black enamel radial Roman numerals 
chiffres Romaines regardants, style Geneve, outer track for 
minutes and chronograph seconds indication for fifths of 
a second, double-sunk subsidiary dials for 60-minute and 
12-hour registers combined with power reserves for striking 
and going trains respectively, further double-sunk subsidiary 
dial for subsidiary seconds and date, apertures for day, month 
and moon-phases, Breguet hour and minute hands, the 
subsidiary dials with feuille shaped hands, gold alarm indicator 
hand, all other hands blued steel. 
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THE CASE 




The case of the Supercomplication was made by Luc Rochat 
of L'Abbaye in the Vallee de Joux. The case is 73.2mm in 
diameter, 35mm thick including the crystals and weighs 
535g (1 lb, 3 oz). The case by itself weighs an impressive 250g. 
The double open-faced case is of classic bassine design. Both 
bezels are impressively thick to accommodate the depth of the 
dials and their hands. Each bezel has a concealed hinge, which 
represents the highest quality of such design. 

Despite the watch's impressive size, it is exceptionally well 
proportioned; this is a testament to the careful planning and 
extraordinary collaboration between the master watchmakers, 
dial makers, and case maker who, between them, ensured that 
every cubic millimeter of space was used with the greatest 
efficiency. Almost five years were required from the design of 
the case to its final delivery, during which time hundreds of 
adjustments were made to ensure every function allowed by the 
slides and pushers was precise and smooth. 




DETAIL OF THE SPLIT SECONDS PUSHER 



OPPOSITE: DETAIL SHOWING NIBS FOR REPEAT, PETITE SONNERIE (LS), 
GRANDE SONNERIE (GS) AND ALARM WINDING 



THE CASE 



The case incorporates 13 operational functions. Facing the 
watch from the mean time side and running around the 
case in a clockwise direction from the crown these are: 

1. winding device, turning to one side for the main 
barrel and to the other side for the chime 

2. pulling the crown, first position for the mean time, 
second position for the sidereal time setting 

3. chronograph main start/stop coaxial device 

4. moon-phase adjuster 

5. alarm winding sliding device 

6. petite/grande sonnerie selection slide 

7. minute repeat trigger slide 

8. adjuster for months of the year 

9. adjuster for days of the week 

10. adjuster for date of the month 

11. the strike/silent option, selected via a slide 

12. the split device pusher 

13. pusher to engage hand-setting when crown is 
pulled out 




UNDER MEAN TIME DIAL 



VIEW WITH CALENDAR MECHANISM REMOVED 



THE MOVEMENT 

TIER 1 - 



The movement's core tier is double sided. Each side of the 
core accommodates an additional tier, thereby making a 
total of three tiers. 

The movement: 25"' damascened, two train, multi-layered 
plates with 70 jewels, signed and numbered on the movement 
band 

Tierl 

Main plate with lever escapement, three first wheels of 14k 
gold, bi-metallic compensation balance with gold regulating 
screws, adjusted to heat, cold, isochronism and five positions, 
unique balance regulator with aperture enabling regulation 
concealed under bezel, striking mechanism with two barrels, 
Westminster-type carillons with grande and petite sonnerie, 
alarm with separate gong and hammer, both chronograph 
mechanisms visible to back-plate of central tier 

The chronograph is executed in a classic manner, however 
this complication utilizes a 12-hour register which is rarely 
seen on Patek Philippe watches. Indeed, while such a feature 



is found on a small number of split seconds chronographs, 
this is the second known time a 12-hour register has been 
seen on a very complicated watch (above triple complication); 
the first being on Mr. Packard's no. 174.129. It is also notable 
that the chronograph function has a 60-minute register 
which is considerably more complex to integrate than the 
more standard 30-minute register. Only the split seconds 
chronograph wristwatch No. 124.824, made in 1923 (sold 
Sotheby's, June 2014, lot 175) is known to have a similar 
60-minute register. Today, Patek Philippe revived the use of 
the 60-mintues registers for split-second chronograph with 
the models 5950, 5951, and 5959. 

The Grande Sonnerie includes four hammers that strike four 
gongs to sound the passing hours and Westminster quarter 
hours. 

The Petite Sonnerie when activated merely strikes the passing 
Westminster quarter hours. 

The Alarm employs a fifth hammer and fifth gong to ring the 
alarm. 




TIER 1 - 

UNDER MEAN TIME DIAL 




DETAIL OF WINDING AND SETTING SYSTEM DETAIL OF STRIKING WORK 
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VIEW OF CALENDAR MECHANISM AND MOON PHASES 



THE MOVEMENT 



TIER 2 - 

UNDER MEANTIME DIAL 

Plate with alarm, spring and lever lay-out for time and 
alarm triple-setting system, calendar, moon-phases. 
The Perpetual Calendar is unusually displayed with 
the days of the weeks and months of the year shown in 
rectangular windows (see page 34). 




DETAIL OF CALENDAR 
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THE MOVEMENT 



TIER 3- 

UNDER SIDEREALTIME DIAL 

Sidereal time train, sky chart mechanism, cams for 
equation of time, sunrise and sunset 
The Sidereal Time train is constructed with three main 
wheels and makes one full revolution every sidereal day. 
The Supercomplication provides the complete sidereal time 
with hours, minutes and seconds indicated. This is the most 
accurate manner to display Sidereal time but also the most 
complex. 

The Sky Chart mechanism comprises the display plate itself 
with three wheels and one gear, all connected to the sidereal 
time and adjustable through the crown's hand setting function. 




CAMS FOR SUNRISE, SUNSET, EQUATION OF TIME, AND MAIN WHEELS OF SIDEREAL TIME TRAIN 
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THE BUIILDING 
OF A LEGEND 



The Henry Graves Jr. Supercomplication is one of the 
most well-documented watches of all time. Its fame 
and importance has been featured in innumerable 
publications, newspapers, journals, books, and magazines ever 
since its creation. 

Even before the Supercomplication had arrived on American 
soil, it had attained celebrity status. In his commissioning 
of the watch, Mr. Graves had requested that his name be 
redacted in any texts or images published about the watch. 



This request did not keep various sources from publishing 
images and information about the watch and, in lieu of using 
Graves' name, they wrote that the watch was owned privately. 
It was not until C.B. Driscoll wrote in his Billings Gazette 
society column, "New York Day by Day" that Mr. Graves' name 
became linked to the field of horology. Driscoll wrote in his 
June 21, 1938 column "Henry Graves, Jr. has one of the most 
expensive hobbies in New York. He is a watch collector. Mr. 
Graves pays $2,500 or $3,500 for most of his specimens..." 
(Perman321). 



The Race to 



Build the World's 
Most Legendary 



Watch 
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SETH ATWOOD 

AND THE PURCHASE OF 

THE SUPERCOMPLICATION 




Seth G. Atwood (1917-2010) was an avid watch and 
clock collector and was amongst the most important 
collectors during the second half of the 20th Century. 
Mr. Atwood's mission was to build an important collection 
that represented the complete history and development 
of timekeeping. It is known that he had a list of 100 'must 
have' pieces, all of which were still in private hands, with the 
Supercomplication at the top of the list. 

The esteemed British Horologist, the late Dr. George Daniels, 
wrote in a preface to the Sotheby's December 1986 catalogue 
Fine Watches from the Atwood Collection: 





SETH ATWOOD'S DOUBLE DIALLED CALENDAR WATCH. COURTESY OF PATEK PHILIPPE, GENEVA 



"His method was to approach every known and established 
horologist and describe the pieces he wanted in order to build 
a complete picture of the development of the timekeeper. 
Never in the history of watch collecting had so great a surprise 
confronted so many horologists. Nothing but the best would 
do. The reaction to his simple approach to assembling a 
collection was mixed with many believing the task impossible 
because the growth of interest in the field had narrowed the 
potential for acquisition." 

The idea for the collection began to take shape in 1967, 
with Mr. Atwood's first acquisitions starting in 1968. The 
collection's size and importance grew rapidly, and in 1970 
The Time Museum opened its doors in Rockford, Illinois. At 
the height of Mr. Atwood's collecting activity, the Museum 
encompassed 3,500 pieces and spanned 4,800 years from the 
beginning of Stonehenge (c. 2800 B.C.) to the latest Atomic 
clocks. 

Purchased by Mr. Atwood in 1969, the Supercomplication was 
one of the earliest pieces to join the Time Museum collection. 
Surviving correspondence shows that Mr. Atwood was put in 
contact with Pete Fullerton by Patek Philippe in January 1969. 
Patek Philippe's letter to Mr. Fullerton, dated 15th January 
1969, states: "We have received an inquiry from another 
customer who is interested in your watch. He would be willing 
to pay quite a high price." 

Mr. Atwood and Mr. Fullerton met in New York in February 
1969. In a letter dated 21st February, Mr. Atwood thanked 
Mr. Fullerton for seeing him the previous day and for showing 
him the Patek Collection. Mr. Atwood was about to leave for 
South America, and at the end of the letter he writes: "I fully 
realize the confidential nature of our discussions and, as you 
said, I think I need a little time on my vacation to mull." A 
month later, on 26th March 1969, the transaction to buy the 
Supercomplication was finalized. 

Mr. Atwood, never one to shy away from a challenge, prevailed. 



INTERIOR OF THE TIME MUSEUM 
SOTHEBY'S CATALOGUE COVER 1999 
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SOTHEBY'S 1999 SALE 



On 12th March 1999, the horological world was changed forever with 
the news that the Time Museum would close. Patricia Atwood, the 
museum curator at the time, delivered the surprising news to the 
public. For nearly 30 years, the Time Museum had become the epicenter of 
horological activity and scholarship. 

Sotheby's was subsequently selected to sell a small group of masterworks 
from the collection. The December 2nd 1999 sale, Masterpieces from 
the Time Museum, comprised 81 lots and included the Henry Graves Jr. 
Supercomplication. 

Our 1999 encounter with the Supercomplication was the second time 
in more than a decade that we were asked to ponder its staggering 
importance. During a 1986 Museum visit, my colleague, Kevin Tierney, 
and I were permitted to examine the Supercomplication. Seth Atwood and 
then-Curator, Will Andrews, drank in our excitement as we were rendered 
speechless in the presence of this epic piece. 

When we learned that the Supercomplication would be included in the 
1999 auction, we were humbled by the honor and responsibility extended 
to Sotheby's. Once the news was released that we would be selling the 
Supercomplication, excitement started to manifest amongst the watch 
cognoscenti and the speculation began: Who would buy it? How much 
would it sell for? 



The auction was held on a December afternoon. The Supercomplication 
would be offered in the earlier part of the sale. When the auctioneer, Ian 
Irving, announced the lot, we all took a deep breath. Pretty quickly we 
sensed the enthusiasm from our bidding audience with several hands 
shooting up to bid. The watch soared past its pre-sale auction estimate 
and within moments the price reached $5,000,000. At this moment, two 
new phone bidders entered the fray and by the time the hammer was 
brought down by the auctioneer, the Henry Graves Jr. Supercomplication 
had shattered the world record for any horological work of art, selling for an 
astounding $11,000,000. 

In addition to the world record for the Supercomplication, the 1999 
Masterpieces from the Time Museum auction broke several additional 
records that day, including one for a single owner sale of timepieces. The 81 
lots in the sale totaled an impressive $28,000,000, against a low estimate 
for the entire auction of $7,000,000. Ultimately the entire Time Museum 
collection was sold by Sotheby's, first in 1986 then later between 1999 and 
2004 after the museum closed; the grand total sold reached $58,000,000. 

- Daryn Schnipper 




THE OPENING BID FOR THE SUPERCOMPLICATION AT AUCTION, SOTHEBY'S 1999 



AUCTION ROOM, 1999 
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THE SUPERCOMPLICATION AND THE CALIBRE 89 



The year 1969 marked a distinct turning-point in the 
history of the 'Graves Super-Complication Watch'. In 
March of that year a member of the Graves family sold it 
to Seth Atwood, industrialist and founder-owner of The Time 
Museum in Rockford, Illinois. 

In 1980 I visited The Time Museum and asked Seth Atwood if 
I could take the Graves super-complication to Geneva in order 
to photograph the complex mechanisms, in detail. The only 
stipulation that Seth imposed was that I should hand-carry 
the watch and take the direct Swissair flight from Chicago to 
Zurich, non-stop. What an experience! 

The impressive photos subsequently taken of the Graves 
watch, in Geneva, appear in my first book, co-authored 
with Martin Huber, and entitled: 'Patek Philippe Geneve' 
which deals, essentially, with pocket-watches made by the 
Manufactory. This book was published in 1982 and finally lifted 
the veil of mystery surrounding some of the fabulous pocket- 
watches made by Patek Philippe. 

The second book entitled 'Patek Philippe Wristwatches' was 
published in 1985. 



Part of the fallout resulting from the publication of these 
books, was the mercurial rise in the prices attained by some 
Patek Philippe watches in the auction rooms around the world. 
In addition, the Graves super-complication - hitherto known 
only to an exclusive circle of 'aficionados' - resumed its role as 
super-star in the wondrous world of horology! 

As we now know, this icon of watchmaking again changed 
hands during the Sotheby's watch auction which took place in 
New York in 1999. After animated and breath-taking bidding, 
the final and winning bid achieved a world-record price of 
over eleven million US dollars. Although Patek Philippe did not 
acquire the watch it was subsequently lent, by 
the new owner, to the Patek Philippe Museum 
in Geneva and displayed there for a number of 
months. 

Thus, once again, possibly the most coveted of all 
famous watches will shortly pass into the hands 
of a new owner. Before it does, I will ensure that I 
have the opportunity to again hold it in my hands 
and experience that indefinable feeling I had 
when Seth Atwood entrusted the 'Graves Super- 
Complication Watch' to me almost 35 years ago. 

Alan Banbery 

Former Curator, Patek Philippe Museum 
Geneva, October 2014 





THE CALIBRE 89, IMAGES COURTESY OF PATEK PHILIPPE, GENEVA 
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TOP FIVE PATEK PHILIPPE COMPLICATED WATCHES 



Name of Watch 


Movement No. 


Year Completed 


Number of Complications 


Amount Made 


Packard Sky Chart 


198.023 


1927 


11 


1 


Grand Complication 


198.240 


1929 


13 


1 


Henry Graves Jr. 
Supercomplication 


198.385 


1932 


24 


1 


Calibre 89 


844.000, 
844.001, 
844.002, 
844.003 


1989 


33 


4 


Star Calibre 2000 




2000 


21 


at least 30 




THE CALIBRE 89, IMAGES COURTESY OF PATEK PHILIPPE, GENEVA 
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PROVENANCE & TIMELINE 



Provenance 

Henry Graves, Jr., New York, January 1933 

Gwendolen Graves Fullerton, by descent from the above, New York, 
1953 

Reginald H. "Pete" Fullerton, by gift from the above, New York, 1960 
Time Museum, Rockford, Illinois, Inventory no. 4443, 1969 
Sotheby's, New York, Masterpieces from the Time Museum, 2 
December 1999, lot 7 
Private Collection 



Exhibited 

Rockford, Illinois, The Time Museum, 1970-1999 
Geneva, The Patek Philippe Museum, 2001-2005 
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Timeline 

21 st March 1868 

1925 

1925 - 1928 
1928 
1929 
1929 

1929 - 1930 
1929 - 1932 
Summer 1932 
10 th December 1932 

19 th January 1933 
December 1940 
21 st March 1953 

1960 

23 rd December 1960 
17 th May 1960 



23 rd December 1960 
15 th January 1969 



20 th February 1969 
20 th March 1969 



Henry Graves, Jr. is born into a prominent 
New York family. 

Mr. Graves commissions Patek Philippe to create 
the Supercomplication for 60,000 SF ($15,000). 

Research and development is conducted. 

Work on the case and movement begins. 

Dials are ordered from Stern Freres S.A. 

Charles and Jean Stern of Stern Freres S.A. acquire 
Patek Philippe. 

The mean time dial is made. 

The sidereal dial is made. 

Testing is undertaken and the watch is completed. 

The Supercomplication is ready and is shipped to 
New York. 

Mr. Graves receives the Supercomplication. 

The Supercomplication is featured in Life Magazine. 

Mr. Graves dies at the age of 86. Ownership of the 
Supercomplication passes to his daughter, 
Gwendolen Graves Fullerton. 

Gwendolen gives the Supercomplication to her son, 
Reginald H. "Pete" Fullerton, Jr. 

Henri Stern, President of Patek Philippe, signs the 
insurance valuation for 100,000 SF. 

Pete Fullerton receives a letter from Einar A. Buhl, 
a Sales Manager, accompanying a copy of Patek 
Philippe's promotional brochure, which highlights 
the Graves. 

Henri Stern, President of Patek Philippe, signs the 
insurance valuation. The value is placed at 
100,000 CHF. 

Thomas H. Graf, Associate Director of Patek 
Philippe, writes to Mr. Fullerton, informing him 
that Seth G. Atwood, a successful Illinois 
industrialist and fine timepieces enthusiast is 
interested in buying the Supercomplication. 

Pete Fullerton and Seth Atwood meet in New York. 

At age 65, Gwendolen Graves Fullerton dies. 



26 th March 26, 1969 
April 1969 
11 th May 1969 

17 th May 1969 

1970 
1980 

1983 

1989 

2 nd December 1999 
Fall 2001 



February 2013 



November 2014 



Mr. Fullerton sells the Supercomplication to Mr. 
Atwood for $200,000. 

Mr. Atwood sends the Supercomplication to Patek 
Philippe in Switzerland for cleaning. 

A technical description is written by one of Patek's 
master watchmakers, per the instructions of 
Mr. Henri Stern. 

Mr. Atwood is given a photocopy of the Sunrise and 
Sunset calculations for New York, originally made by 
Jean Piguet for the Supercomplication. 

Mr. Atwood officially opens The Time Museum and 
the Supercomplication is a featured attraction. 

Alan Banbery, Curator of Patek Philippe, brings 
the Supercomplication to Geneva for photography 
and inclusion in his forthcoming book. 

Patek Philippe, co-authored by Martin Huber and 
Alan Banbery, is published with the 
Supercomplication as a featured piece. 

Patek Philippe celebrates its 150th anniversary and 
launches the Calibre 89. 12th March 1999 The Time 
Museum closes. 

Sotheby's auctions the Henry Graves Jr. 
Supercomplication for a world record of just over 
$11,000,000, making it the most expensive 
timepiece ever sold at auction. 

The Patek Philippe Museum opens in Geneva, 
Switzerland. The Supercomplication is loaned to the 
Museum for its inaugural exhibition and remains on 
loan through 2005. 14th June 2012 Sotheby's 
auctions the watches of Henry Graves, Jr. and 
Reginald H. "Pete" Fullerton, Jr. 

A Grand Complication: The Race to Build the 
World's Most Legendary Watch by Stacy Perman is 
published by Atria Books. 

Patek Philippe celebrates their 175th anniversary. 
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